APRIL 5, 2020

Grace Observes
Holy Week On Line
Because of the COVID-19 health crisis and
Wisconsin’s “Safer At Home” order, Grace Lutheran
Church will live stream Holy Week and Easter worship
services rather than opening our doors for on-site
worship.
Please “like” or “follow” our Facebook page, which
you can find by typing “Grace Lutheran Church
Kenosha” in the search bar next to the “f” symbol.
Here is our plan for Holy Week:
* Palm Sunday (9:30 am digital service)
* Maundy Thursday (1:00 pm digital service)
* Good Friday (1:00 pm digital service)
* Easter (9:30 am digital service)
When this is over, we hope to have a “jubilee
service” with many of the celebratory elements we would
normally have had here on Easter. Pray that the day
comes soon!

Kudos and Laud
Kudos and a big
hands up for Dean
and Mike! They keep
our church beautiful.
The kitchen floor is
buffed to a high
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shine —absolutely beautiful!
Thank you so much!
— Lori Martin, and all of
us at Grace!
Peace and blessings.
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Guarding Your Privacy on Facebook
What can you do if you want to be able to
watch the livestream of our worship services on
Facebook, but you want to maintain a degree of
on-line privacy?
You do have to create an account when you
visit Facebook, but you can limit what it knows
about you when you do so. You don t have to tell
it your birthday, but you do have to tell it either
your e-mail address or phone number. Later, on
your profile page, click “Contact” and “Basic
Info,” then “Edit” as you mouse over the email
field. From there,
click on the
downward arrow
with two silhouettes
to customize who
can see your contact
information,
including no one but
you.
Each time you
post a new photo,
video, or status
update, Facebook's
interface gives you
the option to make your post “Public” (anyone
anywhere might see it), or to keep the news
among your friends. You can even create
customized lists of close friends or family.
If you already use Facebook, it's easy to go
back to your old posts and limit the audience
retroactively. That way, you can make certain
you're not sharing telltale details with people
you don't know. While you're at it, you can
change the default audience so that your future
posts are more private automatically.
On a computer: Go to Settings > Privacy >
Who can see your future posts? > Edit. Then on
the same page, scroll down to "Limit Past Posts."
Turn Off Facial Recognition
Having a picture of yourself as your profile
picture is tempting, but you might want to turn
off the Facebook feature that prompts your
friends to tag you in their photos when
Facebook recognizes you there. On a computer:
Click the question mark at the top right of your

Facebook home page and choose "Privacy
Shortcuts" > Control face recognition > Edit >
No.
That won t stop your friends from tagging
you anyway, but Facebook will notify you that
you ve been tagged. You can un-tag yourself in
the photo by clicking on it, then the arrow in the
top right to Remove Tag, or ask the friend to do
so.
Consider using something other than a
photo of your face as your profile photo; you can
not restrict who sees it. You
can restrict who can see the
cover photo on your profile
page, but you might want to
avoid using a photo of your
house.
What About Your Phone?
If you use the Facebook
app on your phone, you may
want to disable the feature
that constantly reports your
location to Facebook (your
phone s location, actually)
even when the app isn’t on. You don t want to
broadcast inadvertently that you re not home!
On an iPhone: Go to the phone's Settings >
Privacy > Location Services > Facebook. Then
click either "While Using the App" or "Never."
On an Android phone: Go to the phone's
Settings > Privacy > Permissions manager >
Location > Facebook. Click on "Allow only while
using the app" or "Deny." (These instructions
may vary slightly depending on what phone you
have.)
This doesn’t completely hide your location
from Facebook, which will still collect
information in an effort to target advertising to
you. Unfortunately, once the app is on your
phone, there’s no way to hide from Facebook
completely.
And wait to post those vacation photos until
after you re back home.
Other Prying Eyes
It’s not just Facebook trying to gather
information about you. Those on-line games

such as Farmville and Candy Crunch want to
know all about you, too. Logging onto other sites
using your Facebook ID might be more
convenient than creating unique logins for them,
but it opens the door for those sites and
Facebook to see what you re doing on each.
Those posts inviting you to find out what the
#1 hit song was on your twelfth birthday are
another sneaky attempt to get you to give
personal identifying information someone you
don’t know. If you really want to know what the
song was, there are other ways to look it up.

There is much more that you can do to try to
manage your digital footprint. Read more about
it at any of these sites:
https://www.wired.com/story/how to lock down
facebook privacy settings/
https://www.consumerreports.org/privacy/face
book privacy settings/
https://www.techlicious.com/tip/complete
guide to facebook privacy settings/

In Our Prayers
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mary Andrews (Welcome
Center volunteer from St.
Anthony's)
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy's
sister-in-law)
Jean Boothe (Grace soup
kitchen supervisor)
Hank Buehrens
Andrew Calvert
Pat Calvert
Barb Caputo
Holly Cummings

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn
Reynold's boyfriend)
Gregory Foster
Steve Gapko
Shirleen Gulick
Lorraine Hollingsworth
David Kramer
David Kristopeit (Nancy's
brother-in-law)
Dorothy Keuffer

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carolyn Reynold's
children Eddie, Santino,
Lytosha
Cynthia Schwartz
(Norma's daughter)
Marcia Swanson
Joyce Swift
Florence and Jacqueline
Walker (Carolyn's sisters)
Dottie Watts and Rollie
Weiss
Kristi Weiss (Rollie's
daughter).

What Others Can Do to Support Older Adults
Community preparedness planning for
COVID-19 should include older adults and
people with disabilities,
and the organizations
that support them in
their communities, to
ensure their needs are
taken into consideration.
Many of these
individuals live in the
community, and many
depend on services and supports provided in
their homes or in the community to maintain
their health and independence.
Long-term care facilities should be vigilant
to prevent the introduction and spread of
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COVID-19. Information for long-term care
facilities can be found here.
Family and caregiver support
Know what medications your loved one is
taking and see if you can help them have extra
on hand.
Monitor food and other medical supplies
(oxygen, incontinence, dialysis, wound care)
needed and create a back-up plan.
Stock up on non-perishable food to have on
hand in your home to minimize trips to stores.
If you care for a loved one living in a care
facility, monitor the situation, ask about the
health of the other residents frequently and
know the protocol if there is an outbreak.
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Readings for Sunday of the Passion
Hymns: ELW #344, #345, #660.
Matthew 21:1-11
When Jesus and his disciples had
come near Jerusalem and had
reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples,
saying to them, “Go into the village
ahead of you, and immediately you
will find a donkey tied, and a colt
with her; untie them and bring them
to me. If anyone says anything to
you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs
them.’ And he will send them
immediately.”
This took place to fulfill what
had been spoken through the
prophet, saying,
“Tell the daughter of Zion,
Look, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a

donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.”
The disciples went and did as
Jesus had directed them; they
brought the donkey and the colt, and
put their cloaks on them, and he sat
on them. A very large crowd spread
their cloaks on the road, and others
cut branches from the trees and
spread them on the road. The crowds
that went ahead of him and that
followed were shouting,
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in
the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
When he entered Jerusalem, the
whole city was in turmoil, asking,
“Who is this?” The crowds were
4
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saying, “This is the prophet Jesus
from Nazareth in Galilee.”
Isaiah 50:4-9a
The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
I gave my back to those who struck
me,
and my cheeks to those who
pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not
been disgraced;
therefore I have set my
face like flint,
and I know that I
shall not be put to
shame;
he who vindicates
me is near.
Who will contend with
me?
Let us stand up
together.
Who are my
adversaries?
Let them confront me.
It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
Psalm: Psalm 31:9-16
9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am
in trouble;
my eye is consumed with
sorrow, and also my throat and my
belly.
10For my life is wasted with
grief, and my years with
sighing;
my strength fails me
because of affliction, and my
bones are consumed.
11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a
disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay
to my acquaintances;
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when they see me in the street
they avoid me.
12Like the dead I am forgotten,
out of mind;
I am as useless as a broken
pot.
13For I have heard the whispering of
the crowd; fear is all around;
they put their heads together
against me; they plot to take my life.
14But as for me, I have trusted
in you, O LORD.
I have said, “You are my
God.
15My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my
enemies, and from those who
persecute me.
16Let your face shine upon
your servant;
save me in your steadfast
love.”
Philippians 2:5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was
in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of
God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the
point of death—
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted
him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and
under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Gospel: John 9:1-41
The holy gospel according to
Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

One of the twelve, who was called
Judas Iscariot, went to the chief
priests and said, “What will you give
me if I betray him to you?” They paid
him thirty pieces of silver. And from
that moment he began to look for an
opportunity to betray him.
On the first day of Unleavened
Bread the disciples came to Jesus,
saying, “Where do you want us to
make the preparations for you to eat
the Passover?”
He said, “Go into the city to a
certain man, and say to him, ‘The
Teacher says, My time is near; I will
keep the Passover at your house with
my disciples.’ ”
So the disciples did as Jesus had
directed them, and they prepared the
Passover meal.
When it was evening, he took
his place with the twelve; and while
they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell
you, one of you will betray me.”
And they became greatly
distressed and began to say to him
one after another, “Surely not I,
Lord?”
He answered, “The one who has
dipped his hand into the bowl with
me will betray me. The Son of Man
goes as it is written of him, but woe
to that one by whom the Son of Man
is betrayed! It would have been
better for that one not to have been
born.”
Judas, who betrayed him, said,
“Surely not I, Rabbi?”
He replied, “You have said so.”
While they were eating, Jesus
took a loaf of bread, and after
blessing it he broke it, gave it to the
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is
my body.”
Then he took a cup, and after
giving thanks he gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for
this is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will
never again drink of this fruit of the
vine until that day when I drink it
new with you in my Father’s
kingdom.”
When they had sung the hymn,
they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Then Jesus said to them, “You
will all become deserters because of
me this night; for it is written,
‘I will strike the shepherd,
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and the sheep of the flock will be
scattered.’
“But after I am raised up, I will
go ahead of you to Galilee.”
Peter said to him, “Though all
become deserters because of you, I
will never desert you.”
Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell
you, this very night, before the cock
crows, you will deny me three times.”
Peter said to him, “Even though
I must die with you, I will not deny
you.” And so said all the disciples.
Then Jesus went with them to a
place called Gethsemane; and he said
to his disciples, “Sit here while I go
over there and pray.”
He took with him Peter and the
two sons of Zebedee, and began to be
grieved and agitated. Then he said to
them, “I am deeply grieved, even to
death; remain here, and stay awake
with me.”
And going a
little farther, he
threw himself on
the ground and
prayed, “My
Father, if it is
possible, let this
cup pass from
me; yet not what
I want but what
you want.”
Then he
came to the disciples and found them
sleeping; and he said to Peter, “So,
could you not stay awake with me
one hour? Stay awake and pray that
you may not come into the time of
trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but
the flesh is weak.”
Again he went away for the
second time and prayed, “My Father,
if this cannot pass unless I drink it,
your will be done.”
Again he came and found them
sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.
So leaving them again, he went away
and prayed for the third time, saying
the same words.
Then he came to the disciples
and said to them, “Are you still
sleeping and taking your rest? See,
the hour is at hand, and the Son of
Man is betrayed into the hands of
sinners. Get up, let us be going. See,
my betrayer is at hand.”
While he was still speaking,
Judas, one of the twelve, arrived;
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with him was a large crowd with
swords and clubs, from the chief
priests and the elders of the people.
Now the betrayer had given them a
sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is
the man; arrest him.”
At once he came up to Jesus and
said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed
him.
Jesus said to him, “Friend, do
what you are here to do.” Then they
came and laid hands on Jesus and
arrested him.
Suddenly, one of those with
Jesus put his hand on his sword,
drew it, and struck the slave of the
high priest, cutting off his ear. Then
Jesus said to him, “Put your sword
back into its place; for all who take
the sword will perish by the sword.
Do you think that I cannot appeal to
my Father, and he will at once send
me more than twelve legions of
angels? But how
then would the
scriptures be
fulfilled, which say it
must happen in this
way?”
At that hour
Jesus said to the
crowds, “Have you
come out with
swords and clubs to
arrest me as though
I were a bandit? Day after day I sat in
the temple teaching, and you did not
arrest me. But all this has taken
place, so that the scriptures of the
prophets may be fulfilled.”
Then all the disciples deserted
him and fled.
Those who had arrested Jesus
took him to Caiaphas the high priest,
in whose house the scribes and the
elders had gathered. But Peter was
following him at a distance, as far as
the courtyard of the high priest; and
going inside, he sat with the guards
in order to see how this would end.
Now the chief priests and the
whole council were looking for false
testimony against Jesus so that they
might put him to death, but they
found none, though many false
witnesses came forward.
At last two came forward and
said, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to
destroy the temple of God and to
build it in three days.’ ”
5

The high priest stood up and
said, “Have you no answer? What is
it that they testify against you?”
But Jesus was silent.
Then the high priest said to
him, “I put you under oath before the
living God, tell us if you are the
Messiah, the Son of God.”
Jesus said to him, “You have
said so. But I tell you,
From now on you will see the Son
of Man
seated at the right hand of
Power
and coming on the clouds of
heaven.”
Then the high priest tore his
clothes and said, “He has
blasphemed! Why do we still need
witnesses? You have now heard his
blasphemy. What is your verdict?”
They answered, “He deserves
death.”
Then they spat in his face and
struck him; and some slapped him,
saying, “Prophesy to us, you
Messiah! Who is it that struck you?”
Now Peter was sitting outside in
the courtyard. A servant-girl came to
him and said, “You also were with
Jesus the Galilean.”
But he denied it before all of
them, saying, “I do not know what
you are talking about.”
When he went out to the porch,
another servant-girl saw him, and
she said to the bystanders, “This man
was with Jesus of Nazareth.”
Again he denied it with an oath,
“I do not know the man.”
After a little while the
bystanders came up and said to
Peter, “Certainly you are also one of
them, for your accent betrays you.”
Then he began to curse, and he
swore an oath, “I do not know the
man!” At that moment the cock
crowed. Then Peter remembered
what Jesus had said: “Before the cock
crows, you will deny me three times.”
And he went out and wept bitterly.
When morning came, all the
chief priests and the elders of the
people conferred together against
Jesus in order to bring about his
death. They bound him, led him
away, and handed him over to Pilate
the governor.
6
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When Judas, his betrayer, saw
that Jesus was condemned, he
repented and brought back the thirty
pieces of silver to the chief priests
and the elders. He said, “I have
sinned by betraying innocent blood.”
But they said, “What is that to
us? See to it yourself.”
Throwing down the pieces of
silver in the temple, he departed; and
he went and hanged himself.
But the chief priests, taking the
pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful
to put them into the treasury, since
they are blood money.” After
conferring together, they used them
to buy the potter’s field as a place to
bury foreigners. For this reason that
field has been called the Field of
Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled
what had been spoken through the
prophet Jeremiah, “And they took
the thirty pieces of silver, the price of
the one on whom a price had been
set, on whom some of the people of
Israel had set a price, and they gave
them for the
potter’s field, as
the Lord
commanded me.”
Now Jesus
stood before the
governor; and the
governor asked
him, “Are you the
King of the Jews?”
Jesus said,
“You say so.”
But when he
was accused by the chief priests and
elders, he did not answer. Then
Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear
how many accusations they make
against you?”
But he gave him no answer, not
even to a single charge, so that the
governor was greatly amazed.
Now at the festival the governor
was accustomed to release a prisoner
for the crowd, anyone whom they
wanted. At that time they had a
notorious prisoner, called Jesus
Barabbas. So after they had gathered,
Pilate said to them, “Whom do you
want me to release for you, Jesus
Barabbas or Jesus who is called the
Messiah?” For he realized that it was
out of jealousy that they had handed
him over.
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While he was sitting on the
judgment seat, his wife sent word to
him, “Have nothing to do with that
innocent man, for today I have
suffered a great deal because of a
dream about him.”
Now the chief priests and the
elders persuaded the crowds to ask
for Barabbas and to have Jesus
killed. The governor again said to
them, “Which of the two do you want
me to release for you?”
And they said, “Barabbas.”
Pilate said to them, “Then what
should I do with Jesus who is called
the Messiah?”
All of them said, “Let him be
crucified!”
Then he asked, “Why, what evil
has he done?”
But they shouted all the more,
“Let him be crucified!”
So when Pilate saw that he
could do nothing, but rather that a
riot was beginning, he took some
water and washed his hands before
the crowd, saying, “I am
innocent of this man’s blood;
see to it yourselves.”
Then the people as a
whole answered, “His blood
be on us and on our
children!”
So he released Barabbas
for them; and after flogging
Jesus, he handed him over to
be crucified.
Then the soldiers of the
governor took Jesus into the
governor’s headquarters, and they
gathered the whole cohort around
him. They stripped him and put a
scarlet robe on him, and after
twisting some thorns into a crown,
they put it on his head. They put a
reed in his right hand and knelt
before him and mocked him, saying,
“Hail, King of the Jews!” They spat
on him, and took the reed and struck
him on the head. After mocking him,
they stripped him of the robe and put
his own clothes on him. Then they
led him away to crucify him.
As they went out, they came
upon a man from Cyrene named
Simon; they compelled this man to
carry his cross. And when they came
to a place called Golgotha (which
means Place of a Skull), they offered
him wine to drink, mixed with gall;

but when he tasted it, he would not
drink it. And when they had crucified
him, they divided his clothes among
themselves by casting lots; then they
sat down there and kept watch over
him. Over his head they put the
charge against him, which read,
“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”
Then two bandits were crucified
with him, one on his right and one on
his left. Those who passed by derided
him, shaking their heads and saying,
“You who would destroy the temple
and build it in three days, save
yourself! If you are the Son of God,
come down from the cross.”
In the same way the chief
priests also, along with the scribes
and elders, were mocking him,
saying, “He saved others; he cannot
save himself. He is the King of Israel;
let him come down from the cross
now, and we will believe in him. He
trusts in God; let God deliver him
now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am
God’s Son.’ ”
The bandits who were crucified
with him also taunted him in the
same way.
From noon on, darkness came
over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. And about three o’clock
Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli,
Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?”
When some of the bystanders
heard it, they said, “This man is
calling for Elijah.” At once one of
them ran and got a sponge, filled it

with sour wine, put it on a stick, and
gave it to him to drink.
But the others said, “Wait, let us
see whether Elijah will come to save
him.”
Then Jesus cried again with a
loud voice and breathed his last. At
that moment the curtain of the
temple was torn in two, from top to
bottom. The earth shook, and the
rocks were split. The tombs also were
opened, and many bodies of the

saints who had fallen asleep were
raised. After his resurrection they
came out of the tombs and entered
the holy city and appeared to many.
Now when the centurion and
those with him, who were keeping
watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake
and what took place, they were
terrified and said, “Truly this man
was God’s Son!”
Many women were also there,
looking on from a distance; they had

followed Jesus from Galilee and had
provided for him. Among them were
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James and Joseph, and the
mother of the sons of Zebedee.
When it was evening, there
came a rich man from Arimathea,
named Joseph, who was also a
disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate
and asked for the body of Jesus; then
Pilate ordered it to be given to him.
So Joseph took the body and
wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and
laid it in his own new tomb, which he
had hewn in the rock. He then rolled
a great stone to the door of the tomb
and went away.
Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary were there, sitting opposite the
tomb.
The next day, that is, after the
day of Preparation, the chief priests
and the Pharisees gathered before
Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember
what that impostor said while he was
still alive, ‘After three days I will rise
again.’ Therefore command the tomb
to be made secure until the third day;
otherwise his disciples may go and
steal him away, and tell the people,
‘He has been raised from the dead,’
and the last deception would be
worse than the first.”
Pilate said to them, “You have a
guard of soldiers; go, make it as
secure as you can.” So they went with
the guard and made the tomb secure
by sealing the stone.

Office Staffed Tuesday and Thursday
Paul Berge will be available in the church
office to answer the phone and take deliveries
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. This may need to change if the local
situation worsens, so you are welcome to call
ahead if you need to come to the office; the
phone is 262 654-9143.
Offerings March 22 and 29, 2020:
General offering
$ 2,469.00
Benevolence
$ 50.00
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Lent
$ 20.00
Welcome Center
$ 885.00
Infant Moses
$ 10.00
Total
$ 3,434.00
Budget for one week: $ 2,943.20
Please remember to mail in your offering
checks to Grace during this time, or contribute
electronically through the “Donations” link at
GraceKenosha.com.
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Matthew 21:1-17 Palm Sunday Sermon
Have you ever really
wanted something from God?
Like really, really wanted God
to answer a specific prayer?
Maybe it was for healing
from an illness for a loved one
or for yourself. Maybe it was
for healing for a relationship
that was broken with a spouse,
family member, or dear friend.
Maybe it was for help with a
financial problem that got out
of control. Maybe it was for
shelter for our homeless sisters
and brothers in Kenosha.
Maybe it was for peace. Maybe
it was for a quick recovery for
our country from Coronavirus.
I imagine, and hope, that
each one of us at some point
wanted God to act. That is a
sign of both prayer and hope.
Our processional gospel is
all about this type of hope.
As was mentioned last
week in 586 B.C. there was a
great national calamity for
God’s people. They lost their
political independence when
their city was conquered, their
Temple destroyed, their future
kings murdered, and their city
walls breached.
From 586 to the time of
Jesus God’s people longed that
God would restore them as an
independent kingdom with
their own king.
By the time of Jesus the
most powerful empire in the
history of the earth to-date was
ruling over them--the Romans.
God’s people longed for a king
who would throw the Romans
out.
Enter Jesus and his
triumphal entry into
8
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Jerusalem. Stanley Saunders,
in his commentary on this
passage on Working preacher,
names that at the heart of this
passage is spectacle.
Imagine spectacles that
have caught your attention—
maybe a sporting event, rock
concert, inauguration, or a
protest. Think loud pump up
music, smoke or confetti
cannon, and whatever else is
needed to really grab your
attention.
Think of something that
was weird, and dramatic, and
caught your attention along
with the rest of the crowd.
Something you wanted to talk
about when you got home.

Jesus is doing just that.
People are coming to
Jerusalem to celebrate
Passover and Jesus, this
renowned teacher/prophet (in
the eyes of the people, we are
privy to the details that let us
April 5, 2020

know that Jesus is God’s son,
but that was not clear to the
people at this point in history)
gets on a donkey and rides into
Jerusalem.
This might not connect
with us now, but if we were
living in the 1st century this
would have made our hearts
pound.
There are a couple of
reasons for this. First, the
Passover is a historical
memory of when God crushed
the Egyptian Chariot army.
This is not a story that excited
the Romans who were
occupying Jerusalem at the
time. They were not so
worried about God, but that
the people would rebel
remembering this moment.
The Romans were so anxious
about Passover they would
send additional soldiers to
Jerusalem for this festival.
Then, we have this image
of Jesus riding on a donkey
into the city. This is an
interesting situation. Jesus
riding into the city is the stuff
of kings and generals. Not
only that, but riding in on a
donkey is the fulfillment of
prophecy. Zechariah 9:9
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter
Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter
Jerusalem! Lo, your king
comes to you;triumphant and
victorious is he, humble and
riding on a donkey, on a colt,
the foal of a donkey.”
And then the people
respond to him like a king.
Laying down cloaks harkens
back to 2 Kings 9:13. “Then
hurriedly they all took their

cloaks and spread them for
him on the bare steps; and
they blew the trumpet, and
proclaimed, ‘Jehu is king.’”
Then, on top of that are
the palm fronds which are a
sign of victory and kingship.
Revelation 7:9 “After this I
looked, and there was a great
multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from
all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb,
robed in white, with palm
branches in their hands.”
Think about how exciting
this would be if you had been
waiting for more than 600
years for a new Davidic King

who would conquer your
enemies.
Truth be told, we want
Jesus to vanquish our enemies.
We’d all be really excited if
Jesus vanquished Covid-19
tomorrow. Just think about
that—that’d be awesome.
But Jesus doesn’t conquer
the Romans and most likely
Jesus will not wipe out
Coronavirus with a thunderous
roar.
As Jesus enters the city he
doesn’t call for rebellion—the
crowds were ready. No, Jesus
goes to the Temple and casts
out the money changers and
the sellers of sacrificial
animals. This way the gentiles

would have a place to pray in
the Temple as well as the Jews.
Not only does Jesus
cleanse the Temple, but Jesus
sets up shop and starts healing
the blind and the lame.
Jesus comes into
Jerusalem and accomplishes
something very different.
Jesus is a great king.
What type of kind do we
want? Are we willing to follow
the King who makes rooms for
gentiles to pray and for the
blind and the lame to be
healed? Are we willing to
follow a King who doesn’t
always act or do what we
want?
Amen.

Readings for Maundy Thursday
Hymns: ELW #347, #708, #359
Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron
in the land of Egypt: This month
shall mark for you the beginning of
months; it shall be the first month
of the year for you. Tell the whole
congregation of Israel that on the
tenth of this month they are to take
a lamb for each family, a lamb for
each household. If a household is
too small for a whole lamb, it shall
join its closest neighbor in
obtaining one; the lamb shall be
divided in proportion to the
number of people who eat of it....
This is how you shall eat it:
your loins girded, your sandals on
your feet, and your staff in your
hand; and you shall eat it
hurriedly. It is the passover of the
LORD. For I will pass through the
land of Egypt that night, and I will
strike down every firstborn in the
land of Egypt, both human beings
and animals; on all the gods of
Egypt I will execute judgments: I
am the LORD. The blood shall be a
sign for you on the houses where
you live: when I see the blood, I
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will pass over you, and no plague
shall destroy you when I strike the
land of Egypt.
This day shall be a day of
remembrance for you. You shall
celebrate it as a festival to the
LORD; throughout your generations
you shall observe it as a perpetual
ordinance.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
1I love the LORD, who has heard my
voice,
and listened to my
supplication,
2for the LORD has given ear
to me
whenever I called. ...
12How shall I repay the LORD
for all the good things God has
done for me?
13I will lift the cup of
salvation
and call on the name of
the LORD.
14I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s
people.
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15Precious in your sight, O
LORD,
is the death of your
servants.
16O LORD, truly I am your servant;
I am your servant, the child of
your handmaid; you have freed me
from my bonds.
17I will offer you the
sacrifice of thanksgiving
and call upon the name of
the LORD.
18I will fulfill my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all God’s
people,
19in the courts of the LORD‘s
house,
in the midst of you, O
Jerusalem.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26
For I received from the Lord what I
also handed on to you, that the
Lord Jesus on the night when he
was betrayed took a loaf of bread,
and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and said, “This is my body
that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” In the same
way he took the cup also, after
9

supper, saying, “This cup is the
new covenant in my blood. Do this,
as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” For as often
as you eat this bread and drink the
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Now before the festival of the
Passover, Jesus knew that his hour
had come to depart from this world
and go to the Father. Having loved
his own who were in the world, he
loved them to the end. The devil
had already put it into the heart of
Judas son of Simon Iscariot to
betray him. And during supper
Jesus, knowing that the Father had
given all things into his hands, and
that he had come from God and
was going to God, got up from the
table, took off his outer robe, and
tied a towel around himself. Then
he poured water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples’ feet
and to wipe them with the towel
that was tied around him.
He came to Simon Peter, who
said to him, “Lord, are you going to
wash my feet?”
Jesus answered, “You do not
know now what I am doing, but
later you will understand.”

Peter said to him, “You will
never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered, “Unless I
wash you, you have no share with
me.”
Simon Peter said to him,
“Lord, not my feet only but also my
hands and my head!”

Jesus said to him, “One who
has bathed does not need to wash,
except for the feet, but is entirely
clean. And you are clean, though
not all of you.” For he knew who
was to betray him; for this reason
he said, “Not all of you are clean.”
After he had washed their
feet, had put on his robe, and had
returned to the table, he said to
them, “Do you know what I have

done to you? You call me Teacher
and Lord—and you are right, for
that is what I am. So if I, your Lord
and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one
another’s feet. For I have set you
an example, that you also should
do as I have done to you. Very
truly, I tell you, servants are not
greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one
who sent them. If you know these
things, you are blessed if you do
them.” ...
“Now the Son of Man has
been glorified, and God has been
glorified in him. If God has been
glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will
glorify him at once. Little children,
I am with you only a little longer.
You will look for me; and as I said
to the Jews so now I say to you,
‘Where I am going, you cannot
come.’
“I give you a new
commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another.
By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.”

Sermon on John 13:1-17, 31b-35
We have learned many interesting words
and phrases in the last month—social distancing,
flattening the curve, and essential worker.
I want us to think about the phrase
“essential worker” today. Essential Workers are
obviously those in health care, but they are also
people who work in warehouses, grocery stores,
gas stations, banks, etc.
Personally, I have a deep sense of gratitude
for the checkers at the grocery store, the
attendants at gas stations, or the tellers at the
bank. Truthfully, each one of them is putting
themself in the way of quite a bit of risk to keep
our society functioning. Where would we be
without grocery store checkers and stockers,
bank tellers, and the rest of the essential
workers?
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Many of these workers share some common
traits: they make minimum wage or near
minimum wage, there is a physical component
to their job, their job puts them in close contact
with the public, their job helps people out in very
concrete ways, and many of these jobs aren’t
highly esteemed by our society.
I bring this up, because it wouldn’t surprise
me that if in Jesus’s day, foot washer wouldn’t
have been seen as an essential job. Feet are dirty
and have to be cleaned no matter what.
Jesus takes up this lowly-essential-low-paidintimate task to serve his disciples.
In this moment especially think about what
Jesus does. He not only touches his disciples
feet to wash them but he uses his own clothing
to dry their feet off.
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Jesus calls us to do likewise. Jesus cast a
vision where leaders are footwashers. Leaders
are willing to do the essential-intimate-lowstatus work for their communities.
I’ve been thinking about this passage all year
as different clergy have come through Grace
Welcome Center.
I think of Pastor Kevin and Pastor Kelsey—
they have carried thousands of pounds of food
for us. Watching Pastor Kevin chuck 50 pound
bags of potatoes over his shoulders just screams

servant leadership. Carrying food is not a
glamorous job.
I think of Pastor Jim and Pastor Paul and
Pastor Sheila hard at work on the stove top
making breakfast and then scrubbing down the
pans. Again, kitchen work like this is often a
first job for a high school student.
Truth be told, we are a foot-washing type of
church at Grace. A may we take great courage to
continue being such a church in the year to
come.

Pastor Barker’s Hours On Call
Pastor Barker is setting
aside phone call hours from
2:00 to 4:00 each Wednesday
and Thursday. He will be at

church Tuesdays and
Thursdays, but wants to
reserve those afternoon hours
for anyone who wants or needs

to talk or ask questions. Please
remember that Rev. Barker’s
cell phone is in a California
area code: 626.864.6404

Grace Welcome Center volunteers keep our ministry to the community going while keeping a
healthy distance from each other. Thank you to all of you!
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