MARCH 20, 2020
“I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer
medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order not to
become contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause their death as a
result of my negligence. If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have done what he
has expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death of others. If my
neighbor needs me however I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely as stated above. See
this is such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash no foolhardy and does not tempt God."
—Luther's Works Volume 43 pg. 132: the letter "Whether one may flee from a Deadly Plague"
written to Rev. Dr. John Hess

Worship Services Move On Line
In keeping with strong
recommendations from
state and federal
government and our synod
office to control the spread
of the coronavirus, Grace
Lutheran Church will
suspend all worship
services as of Sunday,
March 22 until further
notice.
In order to support one
another during these
challenging times and continue to be a church
family together we are committing to the
following practices.
* We will be broadcasting a service live on
Facebook each Sunday at 9:30 am. We strongly
encourage you to “like” or “follow” our Facebook
page. You can find this by typing “Grace
Lutheran Church Kenosha” in the search bar
next to the “f” symbol.
* We also will be sending out a weekly
sermon through the mail (this will be similar to
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what is broadcast). This
can either be read aloud as
a family so that you may
have “home church” or can
also be read devotionally.
* We will be sending
out a weekly newsletter
that not only contains the
sermon but also has other
important updates.
* We have a phone tree
system now. Each week
council members will call
3-4 people on their list and pastor will call each
council member to get updates on how everyone
is doing.
* Pastor is setting aside from 2-4 each
Wednesday and Thursday for phone calls. He
will be at church Tuesday-Thursday still as well,
but wants to especially set that time aside for
anyone who needs/wants to talk or has
questions. Please remember Rev. Barker’s
Cell Phone number has a funny area
code. His number is: 626.864.6404
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Welcome Center Ministries Adjust to Health Crisis
The Grace Welcome
Center Pantry is making
every effort to continue
serving its regular guests.
with kids home from school.
To meet this need, the
center has put together
special bags of groceries for
families with kids home from
school. “The bags have
cereal, snacks, peanut butter
and jelly and other food kids
like.“ Grace Welcome Center
Pantry Director Denise
Russell told the Kenosha
News.
Meanwhile, pantry and
breakfast programs have
moved to a “to-go” style
model similar to that which restaurants have
adopted during this crisis.

“Guests are going to let us
know what they want, and we
are going to get it for them”
Leif Peterson told the Kenosha
News.
The pantry is open 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays.
Breakfast to go is offered 8:30
to 9:15 a.m. Thursday and
Friday.
The pantry is especially
looking for donations of kidfriendly breakfast and lunch
food, including cereal, snack
bars, pudding cups, juice,
canned and boxed pasta dishes,
powdered milk, bags and
boxes.
Also needed are young
volunteers in good health to help from 9:00 a.m.
to 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday.

Infant Moses Ministry Continues
Grace Lutheran will keep
Infant Moses Ministry going
during the coronavirus crisis.
We have already received
several calls from parents this

week anxious to know whether
diapers and wipes will still be
available here.
We are open with the same
rules for now, but people may

have to wait more spread out
than usual. We will have less
clutter to keep things easier to
clean and see how it goes.

In Our Prayers
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mary Andrews (Welcome
Center volunteer from St.
Anthony's)
Jackie Brichacek (Nancy's
sister-in-law)
Jean Boothe (Grace soup
kitchen supervisor)
Hank Buehrens
Andrew Calvert
Pat Calvert
Barb Caputo
Holly Cummings

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Eric Dangerfield (Carolyn
Reynold's boyfriend)
Gregory Foster
Steve Gapko
Shirleen Gulick
Lorraine Hollingsworth
David Kristopeit (Nancy's
brother-in-law)
Dorothy Keuffer
Carolyn Reynold's
children Eddie, Santino,
Lytosha

•
•
•
•
•
•

Cynthia Schwartz
(Norma's daughter)
Marcia Swanson
Joyce Swift
Florence and Jacqueline
Walker (Carolyn's sisters)
Dottie Watts and Rollie
Weiss
Kristi Weiss (Rollie's
daughter).
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Readings for Sunday, March 22
1 Samuel 16:1-13
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long
will you grieve over Saul? I have
rejected him from being king over
Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set
out; I will send you to Jesse the
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for
myself a king among his sons.”
Samuel said, “How can I go? If
Saul hears of it, he will kill me.”
And the LORD said, “Take a
heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come
to sacrifice to the LORD.’ Invite Jesse
to the sacrifice, and I will show you
what you shall do; and you shall
anoint for me the one whom I name
to you.”
Samuel did what the Lord
commanded, and came to
Bethlehem. The elders of the city
came to meet him trembling, and
said, “Do you come peaceably?”
He said, “Peaceably; I have
come to sacrifice to the LORD;
sanctify yourselves and come with
me to the sacrifice.” And he
sanctified Jesse and his sons and
invited them to the sacrifice.
When they came, he looked on
Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s
anointed is now before the LORD.”
But the LORD said to Samuel,
“Do not look on his appearance or on
the height of his stature, because I
have rejected him; for the LORD does
not see as mortals see; they look on
the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks on the heart.”
Then Jesse called Abinadab,
and made him pass before Samuel.
He said, “Neither has the LORD
chosen this one.” Then Jesse made
Shammah pass by. And he said,
“Neither has the LORD chosen this
one.”
Jesse made seven of his sons
pass before Samuel, and Samuel said
to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen
any of these.”
Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all
your sons here?”
And he said, “There remains yet
the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.”
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And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send
and bring him; for we will not sit
down until he comes here.”
He sent and brought him in.
Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful
eyes, and was handsome. The LORD
said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is
the one.”
Then Samuel took the horn of
oil, and anointed him in the presence
of his brothers; and the spirit of the
LORD came mightily upon David
from that day forward. Samuel then
set out and went to Ramah.
Psalm 23
1The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2The LORD makes me lie down in
green pastures
and leads me beside still
waters.
3You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right
pathways for your name’s sake.
4Though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I
shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your
rod and your staff, they comfort
me.
5You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and
my cup is running over.
6Surely goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of
my life,
and I will dwell in the house
of the LORD forever.
Ephesians 5:8-14
Once you were darkness, but now in
the Lord you are light. Live as
children of light—for the fruit of the
light is found in all that is good and
right and true.
Try to find out what is pleasing
to the Lord. Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but
instead expose them. For it is
shameful even to mention what such
people do secretly; but everything
exposed by the light becomes visible,
for everything that becomes visible is
light. Therefore it says,
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“Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”
Gospel: John 9:1-41
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man
blind from birth. His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?”
Jesus answered, “Neither this
man nor his parents sinned; he was
born blind so that God’s works might
be revealed in him. We must work
the works of him who sent me while
it is day; night is coming when no

one can work. As long as I am in the
world, I am the light of the world.”
When he had said this, he spat
on the ground and made mud with
the saliva and spread the mud on the
man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash
in the pool of Siloam” (which means
Sent). Then he went and washed and
came back able to see.
The neighbors and those who
had seen him before as a beggar
began to ask, “Is this not the man
who used to sit and beg?” Some were
saying, “It is he.” Others were saying,
“No, but it is someone like him.”
He kept saying, “I am the man.”
But they kept asking him, “Then
how were your eyes opened?”

He answered, “The man called
Jesus made mud, spread it on my
eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam
and wash.’ Then I went and washed
and received my sight.”
They said to him, “Where is
he?”
He said, “I do not know.”
They brought to the Pharisees
the man who had formerly been
blind. Now it was a sabbath day
when Jesus made the mud and
opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees
also began to ask him how he had
received his sight. He said to them,
“He put mud on my eyes. Then I
washed, and now I see.”
Some of the Pharisees said,
“This man is not from God, for he
does not observe the sabbath.” But
others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner perform such signs?” And they
were divided. So they said again to
the blind man, “What do you say
about him? It was your eyes he
opened.”
He said, “He is a prophet.”
The Jews did not believe that he
had been blind and had received his
sight until they called the parents of
the man who had received his sight
and asked them, “Is this your son,
who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?”
His parents answered, “We
know that this is our son, and that he

was born blind; but we do not know
how it is that now he sees, nor do we
know who opened his eyes. Ask him;
he is of age. He will speak for
himself.” His parents said this
because they were afraid of the Jews;
for the Jews had already agreed that
anyone who confessed Jesus to be
the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. 23Therefore his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.”
So for the second time they
called the man who had been blind,
and they said to him, “Give glory to
God! We know that this man is a
sinner.”
He answered, “I do not know
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do
know, that though I was blind, now I
see.”
They said to him, “What did he
do to you? How did he open your
eyes?”
He answered them, “I have told
you already, and you would not
listen. Why do you want to hear it
again? Do you also want to become
his disciples?”
Then they reviled him, saying,
“You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. We know that
God has spoken to Moses, but as for
this man, we do not know where he
comes from.”
The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know

where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. We know that God
does not listen to sinners, but he
does listen to one who worships him
and obeys his will. Never since the
world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a person
born blind. If this man were not from
God, he could do nothing.”
They answered him, “You were
born entirely in sins, and are you
trying to teach us?” And they drove
him out.
Jesus heard that they had
driven him out, and when he found
him, he said, “Do you believe in the
Son of Man?”
He answered, “And who is he,
sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in
him.”
Jesus said to him, “You have
seen him, and the one speaking with
you is he.”
He said, “Lord, I believe.” And
he worshiped him.
Jesus said, “I came into this
world for judgment so that those who
do not see may see, and those who do
see may become blind.”
Some of the Pharisees near him
heard this and said to him, “Surely
we are not blind, are we?”
Jesus said to them, “If you were
blind, you would not have sin. But
now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin
remains.”

Office Staffed Tuesday Through Friday
Paul Berge will be available in the church
office to answer the phone and take deliveries
during his regular hours, Tuesday through
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., assuming he
and his family remain healthy.
You are welcome to call ahead if you need to
come to the office; the phone is 262 654-9143.
Our Worship Last Week
Attendance: Sunday: 34.
Midweek services at Lakeside (formerly St.
John’s) Lutheran Church have been cancelled
due to coronavirus precautions.
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General offering
$ 931.00
Benevolence
$ 205.00
Lent
$ 10.00
Noisy offering
$ 30.18
Easter lilies; palms
$ 50.00
Welcome Center
$ 10.00
Memorial, to Infant Moses
$ 25.00
NA building use
$ 40.00
Holy Assembly building use $ 1,000.00
Total
$ 2,301.18
Weekly budget: $ 2,943.20
Please remember to mail in your offering
checks to Grace during this time, or contribute
electronically through the “Donations” link at
GraceKenosha.com.
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Rev. Barker’s Sermon on Psalm 23
I’ve shared this story once
before. When I was 7 and my
brother 3 we went on a road
trip as a family. Wow! It
sounds strange to say that now
and feels like a totally different
world.
As you can probably guess,
my brother and I did not
behave well in the back seat.
My mom pretty much set up a
DMZ between us and she
asked us to keep our hands to
ourselves. We’d listen for
about five minutes and then
my brother or I would dart our
hand across the line of
stitching that separated us and
quickly bring it back.
“Mom! Tell my brother to
keep his hands on his side.”
“Look back here! My
hands’ are on my side.”
It went on an on like this.
To make it worse, about every
ten minutes we’d ask if we
were there yet—this was in the
’80’s before there were screens
to keep kids occupied on long
car rides.
As was his custom, my
Dad would pull over every
couple of hours to let us run
around and he’d try to get as
much energy out of us as he
could.
We were getting on my
Dad’s nerves so he pulled over
in front of a little fire station
with a big grass field next to it.
He got a Nerf football out
and started lobbing passes our
way.
He threw one to my
brother and my brother started
running to try to catch it over
his shoulder.
6
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Then things went almost
slow mo—my brother was
running out of grass before
hitting the lip of the fire
department’s drive through.
He caught his toe right were
the cement was and fell flat on
his face unable to brace his fall
with his hands.
He instantly burst into
tears. My Dad came running
over and scooped him up in his
arms. He asked my brother
where it hurt.
Through sobbs my brother
said, “My whole life hurts”.
I share that story with you
this morning because we are in
a moment similar to my little
brother thanks to Coronavirus.
We were all going along
with our lives and all of a
sudden we hit this huge snag.
Personally, it feels surreal to
me that just two weeks ago our
lives were so “normal.”
Everything now feels upended.
Not only do things feel
upended but there is already a
lot of pain being inflicted
because of this virus. I’ve had
numerous people already
share with me that a relative
has been laid off. Others have
shared with me that their
retirement pension has been
greatly diminished causing
financial uncertainty. Yet,
others have shared with me
that the routine medical care
they need has been disrupted.
And we don’t even know
anyone with the disease yet,
but unfortunately it feels like
only a matter of time before
that hits home as well.
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In this week I am
especially moved by the words
of Psalm 23
Verse 4 says, “Even
though I walk through the
darkest valley, I fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod
and your staff-they comfort
me.”This is a beautiful
reminder to me that even in
moments that can feel so dark
that God is with us—God is
comforting us.
In this moment, I take
great trust that God is with us
in the midst of Coronavirus, in
the midst of quarantine, in the
midst of the economic
challenges facing us.
When I look back on the
history of God’s people I know
this to be true.
God has been in the midst
of God’s people in times of
plague before.
In the third century,
plagues came, during the time
of the Early Church Fathers.
The church not only survived,
but thrived. Part of the reason
for this is unlike their gentile
neighbors Christians would
take care of their family
members stricken by the
plague and also take care of
strangers.
God was a shepherd to this
early church.
In the time of Martin
Luther there was a plague.
Luther gives similar
instruction to that of the early
church. He centered
neighborly love suggesting to
flee the plague if nobody
depended upon you and if
neighbors or family did to stay

and take care of them. And
God brought them through.
God was a shepherd to the
Reformation Era church.
And it’s not just during
times of plague but other crises
as well where God is our
shepherd.
The German Pastor
Helmut Thielicke beautifully
writes about delivering a
sermon from the bombed out
remains of the choir loft
during WWII.

God was a shepherd to the
church shattered by war.
I know God will be a
shepherd to us during this
time as well. God will be with
us as we walk through this
dark valley.
And God has already been
deeply at work.
This past Tuesday I saw
God work so powerfully at our
pantry. God really brought the
whole community out to make
this work possible. Jesse at

Feeding America made an
exception for us to get food
even though they were
partially shut down. Forty
extra volunteers showed up to
help make bags for families
with kids home from school
and to make to-go dinner
boxes. Volunteers helped to
move thousands of pounds of
food. The whole operation of
the pantry was changed in the
morning to go from serving
inside to outside--this involved
moving even more food. God
opened the way for this to be
possible.
And in the afternoon when
we opened it made sense to
me. Grace Welcome Center
Pantry is like a grocery store to
our guests who need it. Even
in good times most of our
guests don’t have food on their
shelves. Many of our guests
anxiously called in wondering
if they were going to be able to
get food. I can’t blame them—
with so much uncertainty who
wants to have empty shelves.
That afternoon we served
75 families—50 of which had
kids home from school that
needed extra help. God
enabled these families to have
food to eat during this time of
Coronavirus and to have peace
of mind.
This reminded me that
Psalm 23 is true even during
Coronavirus.
“The LORD is my
shepherd, I shall not want. He
makes me lie down in green
pastures; he leads me besides
still waters; he restores my
soul.”
Amen.

...
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Grace Lutheran Church
2006 60th Street
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893

www.GraceKenosha.com
Follow us at www.facebook.com/GraceElcaKenosha/
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com 262-654-9143
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday
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