
 
 

February, 2020 
 

Annual Congregational 
Meeting Convenes February 16 

 
 Grace Lutheran 
will have its annual 
meeting immediately 
after worship on 
Sunday, February 
16.  Please join us for 
this important day 
where we celebrate all 
God has done for us in 
2019 and pray, dream, 
and discern where God 
is leading us in 2020. 

 Copies of the annual report 
will be available at the church by 
February 8. 

January Meeting Update 

 After meeting in January to 
discuss an additional core value, 
members realized that God was 
not leading us in that 
direction.  We will not be voting 
on any new core values at our 
annual meeting.  Thanks to 
everyone who participated. 

 
At left: Attorney Angela Cunningham speaks at the Poor People’s 
Campaign event here on January 23 as part of Kindness Week in 
Kenosha. 

 

Lenten Season Starts February 26 
 
Ash Wednesday is February 26. Grace invites 
you to center yourself for the start of the Lenten 
season at worship services at 1:00 and 6:30. 
 Midweek services during the succeeding 
Wednesdays of Lent, March 4 to April 1, will be 
at St. John's Lutheran Church, 3833 8th Avenue: 
soup supper at 6:00 and worship service at 7:00. 
 Palm Sunday is April 5. Join us after 
worship for our annual brunch. Donations of 
coffee cakes would be appreciated. 
 We commemorate Christ’s Last Supper at a 
special Maundy Thursday communion service April 9 
at 6:30 p.m. 

 Good Friday, April 10, we gather in 
front of Grace at 9:00 a.m. to walk the 
streets of our neighborhood with the 
cross of Christ raised high as we pray for 
the needs of our congregation, 
community, and world. Bring 
yourselves, your kids, comfortable 
shoes, and prayers for peace; the mile-
long walk takes about 90 minutes. 
 Pastor Jonathan will lead the Good 
Friday evening service at 6:30 p.m.  

 Easter Sunday, April 12, celebrate Christ’s 
resurrection at our 9:30 festival service. 
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Classes for New Members Launch February 2 
 
 Sunday, February 2, we will 
start a three-week new member 
class. Each meeting will be 
roughly an hour long. The three 
dates will be February 2, February 
9, and February 23; and new 

member Sunday will 
be Sunday March 1. 
We have a great 
group of new 
members taking this 
class. Please think 

about joining us. Come to the 
first class or talk to Pastor 
Jonathan if you are 
interested in participating. 

 

Group Meetings in February 
 
 Altar Guild will meet February 6 at 1:00 p.m.  
 Group J Bible study invites you to join them in 
the library February 4 at 1:00.  

 Dorcas Circle meets to make quilts on the second 
and fourth Wednesday of the month at 9:00 a.m. All 
are welcome! 

 

Outreach for Hope Sends Thanks 
 
Dear People of Grace Lutheran Church: 
 Thank you for your donation of $92.69 to 
Outreach for Hope. Your gift 
will be used in the 17 
congregations funded by 
Outreach for Hope in the 
Greater Milwaukee Synod. 
Each provides a spiritual 
anchor in their communities 
and a place of meaningful 
support. Your dollars 
support children’s 
programs, programs for 
seniors, meal programs, 
tutoring, medical programs, 
and most important, worship and education programs 
that share the love of Christ and the assurance of 
being valued and cared about. 
 We invite you to learn more by visiting 
outreachforhope.org and choosing “Supported 

Ministries” from the top menu. There you can see and 
read about the varying ministries in Racine, Kenosha, 

and Milwaukee who receive grants from 
Outreach for Hope. These grants would not be 
possible without donations such as yours; 
thank you for your generosity! 
 With gratitude, 
 Phil Smith, Outreach for Hope 
 

Sign up for Outreach for Hope 
Lenten Devotions 

 
 Please join our whole Greater Milwaukee 
Synod this year in participating in the 

Outreach for Hope Devotions during Lent. You can 
sign up for a daily email of each devotion, or to 
download the whole series at once: 
https://outreachforhope.org/lenten-devotions/ 

 

February Worship Assistants 
  Altar Guild Communion Asst. Readers Flowers 
Feb. 2 E. Gapko, K. Knapp M. Vesnefsky Lori Martin J. Kriehn . 
Feb. 9  E. Gapko, D. Cristiano, P. Callahan open open open 
Feb. 16  D. Cristiano, K. Knapp open open J. & A. Hix . 
Feb. 23  N. Brichacek, J. Knoedler Bert Felland Bert Felland L. Hollingsworth 
Wed. Feb. 26 tbd open open No flowers  
Mar. 1 tbd open open No flowers 
 
Bulletin sponsors in February: John & Adrienne Hix 
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Pastor Jonathan’s Page 

Preparing for Lent 
 
 I love the call to discipleship 
in our lectionary readings each 
winter.  In January we always read 
about the call of the first disciples.  
Peter, Andrew, James and John 
are going about their jobs as 
fishermen when Jesus tells them 
to “come and follow”.  They listen 
to Jesus and leave their source of 
income, nets, boats, and family to 
follow Jesus.  What a 
powerful reminder 
about what it means to 
follow Jesus. 
 Then, in February 
or March, we hear the 
call of repentance on 
Ash Wednesday and 
during Lent.  
Repentance, simply put, 
is turning away from 
those things that keep 
us from following Jesus. 
 Each year, I find my own faith 
encouraged by this command to 
come and follow.  How have I been 
able to turn towards Jesus boldly 
in the past year and where do I 
need to seek repentance. 
 During Lent this year our 
Kenosha Cluster of Lutheran 
Churches is going to intentionally 
seek to follow Jesus closer.  We 
are going to do this by having mid-
week Lent services that focus on 
the four C’s, which are the core 
values of our synod.  They are: 
curiosity, courage, compassion, 
and collaboration.   
 So, we are each going to be 
invited to follow Jesus through 
our curiosity, courage, 
compassion, and collaboration. 
 At first glance you might 
wonder what these words have to 
do with following Jesus. 
 Here is a preview of how the 
four C’s will grow our discipleship. 

• Curiosity. We believe 
that God is always up to 
something new, working to 

bring people together from 
diverse contexts to 
experience resurrection, 
hope, and community. Our 
task is to wonder and 
explore as the Holy Spirit 
moves among us. (Acts 2:1-
24) 

 I love this reminder.  God is 
always up to new things in our 

lives.  I see this at our 
food pantry all the 
time—one week God 
brings Lorraine to 
help with the 
produce, the next 
week God brings Sky, 
and the next week 
Lori.  God keeps us 
on our toes and this 
is not always easy.  
But, it is super 

important because God is in 
charge not us.  I wonder how each 
one of us can keep our hearts open 
to new things God wants to bring 
forth? 

• Courage. We believe that 
God is inviting us to 
explore new ways of being 
church, re-examining 
familiar structures, beliefs, 
and practices, that we 
might experience the rich 
and full life that God 
intends for all creation. 
(Isaiah 42:5-9) 

 I wonder if there has been a 
time where fear has gotten in the 
way of us doing what God wanted?  
I struggle with this myself.  It was 
almost exactly a year ago I felt God 
leading me to go on a 12-day fast.  
My first response was to be afraid 
and so I kept eating.  It took me a 
whole week to build up my 
courage enough to start the fast. 
 

• Compassion. We believe 
that Jesus’ command to 
love God and our 

neighbors needs to guide 
everything we do as we 
form communities of 
grace, welcome, service, 
and justice. (Luke 10:25-
37) 

 The call to compassion is at 
the very center of our faith and 
truth be told God has been 
forming Grace Lutheran for at 
least 4 decades in this way.  We 
always need to focus on this 
central command. 

• Collaboration. We 
believe that, just as God 
walks with us in our 
journey of faith, God 
invites us to walk with and 
work with each other and 
with our neighbors in 
relationships of authentic 
mutuality and equity. 
(Ephesians 4:1-16) 

 We know the gift that 
collaboration is at Grace.  We have 
been so richly blessed by our 
neighbors in the Uptown Brass 
Village neighborhood and have 
been blessed by so many churches 
here in Kenosha and in 
southeastern Wisconsin.  It is 
always exciting to see how God is 
continuing to invite us into 
relationship with others. 
 Please join us at St. John’s 
Lutheran to hear a sermon on 
each of these core values. 
 May God continue to form 
each one of us into disciples of 
Jesus. 
 Grace and Peace,  
 —Pastor Jonathan Barker 
 

Pastoral Acts 
 
Marriages: 
 Ulah Jones & John Johnson, 
Jan. 4, 2020 
 Michelle Vesnefsky & Roger 
Krueger, Jan. 18, 2020



2020 Estimate of Giving Form 
 
In grateful response to God's love and mercy, I/We estimate my/our giving will be: 
 □ week  
$____________per □ month Current $________________ Benevolence $____________ 
 □ year 
Name__________________________________________________Date________/2020 
 
Address________________________________________________________________ 
 
Best phone___________________________________ Envelope number______________ 
 
Email address__________________________________________________________ 
_______  
 

Church copy 
 
" --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
My 2020 Estimate of Giving 
for Grace Lutheran Church 
 
In grateful response to God's love and mercy, I/We estimate my/our 
giving will be: 
 
 □ week  
$____________per □ month  Current $_________________ Benevolence $____________ 
 □ year 
Name_______________________________________________Date____________/2020 

Please keep this copy for your records  
 

Sandra Willich Funeral Held in Burlington 
 
 The mother of Pastor Dean 
Willich, Sandra Willich, passed 
away on January 28; Rev. Willich 
was our guest preacher here on 
December 29.  

 Mrs. Willich’s funeral 
will be 6:00 p.m. Monday, 
February 3 at Cross 
Lutheran Church, two 
blocks east of Highway 142 

and State Street in Burlington. 
 Friends and family are 
invited to visit with the family 
at Cross Lutheran from 4:00 
until the time of the service. 

 
Elsewhere in Our Area: 

Lutefisk and Lefse Make Norvegians Better Lovers 
 
 Norway Lutheran Church in 
Wind Lake invites one and all to 
its Lutefisk and Meatball Dinner 
on Saturday, February 9. Servings 

are at 11:30 a.m., 12:30, 1:30, 
2:30, 3:30 and 4:30 p.m. 
 The cost is $19.00 for adults, 
$17.50 for seniors, $9.00 for 
children under 10, and free for 

children able to fit in a high chair. 
Reservations are required. Call 
Joanne Jacobson at 262-534-6867 
or Donna Hanson at 262-634-
3862. 
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23
   Transfiguration of Our 

Lord 
8:30 am

 Choir rehearsal 
9:30 am

 Worship service 
7:00 pm

 NA 

16
   

8:30 am
 Choir rehearsal 

9:30 am
 Worship service 

10:30 am
 Congregational 

m
eeting 

7:00 pm
 NA 

9 8:30 am
 Choir rehearsal 

9:30 am
 Worship service 

7:00 pm
 NA 

2 Presentation of Our Lord 
8:30 am

 Choir rehearsal 
9:30 am

 Worship service 
7:00 pm

 NA 

 
Sunday 

24
 

 17 Presidents’ 
Day 

 10
  

 3
 St. Ansgar 

  
M

onday 

25
 Shrove 

Tuesday 
4:30-6:30 pm

 
Food pantry  

x:xx pm
 Chili dum

p 

18
  Prim

ary 
election 

4:30-6:30 pm
 

Food pantry 

11 
4:30-6:30 pm

 Food 
pantry  

4 1:00 pm
 Group J 

Bible study 
4:30-6:30 pm

 
Food pantry 

 
Tuesday 

26
 Ash Wednesday 

9:00 am
 Dorcas quilters 

1:00 pm
 Worship service 

 4:30 pm
 Shalom

 Center soup 
kitchen 

6:30 pm
 Worship service 

19 
4:30 pm

 Shalom
 Center soup 

kitchen 
6:30 pm

 Holden Evening 
Prayer 

12 
9:00 am

 Dorcas quilters 
4:30 pm

 Shalom
 Center soup 

kitchen 
6:30 pm

 Holden Evening Prayer 

5 4:30 pm
 Shalom

 Center soup 
kitchen 

6:30 pm
 Holden Evening 

Prayer 

 
W

ednesday 

27 
7:00-9:30 am

 Grace 
Welcom

e Center  
2:00-5:00 pm

 Infant 
M

oses m
inistry  

20 
7:00-9:30 am

 Grace 
Welcom

e Center  
2:00-5:00 pm

 Infant 
M

oses m
inistry  

13
   

7:00-9:30 am
 Grace 

Welcom
e Center  

2:00-5:00 pm
 Infant 

M
oses m

inistry  

6 7:00-9:30 am
 Grace 

Welcom
e Center 

1:00 pm
 Altar guild  

2:00-5:00 pm
 Infant 

M
oses m

inistry  

 
Thursday 

28
 

7:00-9:30 am
 Grace 

Welcom
e Center 

6:30 pm
 NA 

21 
7:00-9:30 am

 Grace 
Welcom

e Center 
6:30 pm

 NA 

14
 Valentines Day 

7:00-9:30 am
 Grace 

Welcom
e Center 

6:30 pm
 NA 

7 7:00-9:30 am
 Grace 

Welcom
e Center 

6:30 pm
 NA 

 

Friday 

29
 St. Oswald 

 22 

15 
 8 1   

Saturday 
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Laurels and Lauds 
 
 Laud to Nello 
Cristiano for fixing our 
sound system after it blew 
out early in January. 
 Laud to Dean 
O’Hanlon and to Pastor 
Rafael Escobedo of 
Amistad Cristiana for 
dealing with snow melt 
that came pouring through 
the roof into the main 
floor kitchen this month.  
Pastor Rafael brought up a 
very large cooler to catch 
the water, and Dean 
borrowed a sump pump to 
pump that water into the 
kitchen sink. Dean then 
came back to check on the 
pump every couple of hours to 
make sure it was keeping up with 
the flow and to mop up the lesser 
leaks that were coming through 
elsewhere. 

 Laud to the 2019 Church 
Council.  Thank you so much for 
your willingness to join us for 
meetings, plan events, and 
faithfully seek God’s will for our 
church. 

 Laud to Dean for unclogging 
the garbage disposal sink and 
replacing the cracked p-trap.  
Thanks Dean for enabling our 
church to continue to serve 
hundreds of meals each week. 
 Laud to all our volunteers 
who made Infant Moses, Grace 
Welcome Center, Grace Welcome 
Center Pantry, and our Soup 
Kitchen possible this month.  
Thank you for your tireless service 
to start the new year. 
 

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

 
Serenity Hoffman, Feb. 5 
Mark & Laura Sturino, Feb. 14 

(28) 
Debra Dreger, Feb. 15 
Adrienne Hix, Feb. 16 
Lorraine Hollingsworth, Feb. 27 

 

Welcome Center Helps Register Voters 
 
 Grace Welcome Center and Empower Uptown 
will help register people to vote and provide voter 
information in February. Volunteers at the Food 
Pantry will be here Tuesday, February 11 from 4:30 to 
6:15 p.m. The volunteers will be back when the 

Welcome Center serves breakfast Friday, February 14 
and Friday, February 28. 
 The primary for Wisconsin’s spring election is on 
Tuesday, February 18. The spring election and 
presidential primary are on April 7. 
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Grace Featured in Synod Newsletter 
 
 Grace Lutheran Church was 
featured recently in the following 
column in the Greater Milwaukee 
Synod newsletter by Michael 
Groh, interim Director of 
Outreach for Hope: 
 
 Last week at Grace Welcome 
Center Pantry in Kenosha, 
approximately 50 people quietly 
stood in line, waiting in the cold 
for the doors to open for the 
weekly food pantry. I imagined 
those standing toward the end of 
the line were wondering how 
many people are ahead of me? 
Will I be allowed to shop for my 
weekly groceries? Will I be told 
that there is not enough food for 
me and my family? 
 Pastor Jonathan Barker 
related that many of the guests 
have already waited in line before 
arriving at Grace. There is the line 
for the shuttle bus that goes to a 
job, the line to meet with a social 
worker, doctor, or job counselor, 
just a few of the lines people face. 
For pantry guests that take the bus 
to Grace the whole process can 
easily take four to five hours to 
obtain food for their families.  
 How many times have we 
arrived somewhere, and the line 
was too long, and we chose to 
leave and come back or go to an 
alternate location? 
 Our brothers and sisters 
impacted by poverty that are 
struggling day to day do not have 
these options. They stand in line 
uncertain of the outcome. They 
stand in lines knowing that this 

process will be repeated many 
times in the days and weeks 
ahead. No matter the weather 
conditions, they have no choice 
but to stand in line. 
 The next time you are 
standing in line for a movie or 
sporting event feeling sorry for 
yourself for a few minutes of 
inconvenience, remember our 
brothers and sisters who have no 
choice but to stand in countless 
lines that we would not tolerate. 
 I saw something else that day 
at Grace that gave me Hope. 
Smiling friendly volunteers who 
patiently helped to register guests, 
bag their groceries, and help them 
carry their groceries up the steps. 
At the end of this line was dignity 
and respect. 

 Respect, dignity and 
sustenance for our brothers and 
sisters in Christ being shared on 
our behalf by the volunteers at 
Grace Welcome Center. 
 Grace Welcome Center Food 
Pantry in Kenosha shares 
approximately 2000 pounds of 
food each week. Every Tuesday 
volunteers stock the shelves, greet 
approximately forty families with 
smiles making suggestions on food 
choices and helping to bag the 
groceries. If you would like more 
information on volunteer 
opportunities at Grace Welcome 
Center or other Outreach for Hope 
supported ministries, contact 
Michael Groh – 
mike@outreachforhope.org. 
 — Michael Groh 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.GraceKenosha.com 
Follow us at www.facebook.com/GraceELCAKenosha 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: joathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com  262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
 
Thank you to the many volunteers 
who keep our ministries going 
at Grace! 


