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Poor People’s Campaign Returns 
 
 On Thursday January 23, Poor Peoples 
Campaign will be coming back to Grace Lutheran 
from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. to host their annual awards 
and host our Grace Welcome Center community.  

Last year this event brought local politicians and 
Kenosha News.   
 Please join us for this wonderful opportunity to 
learn about what Poor People’s Campaign is doing 
in Kenosha and in our country. 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting Scheduled February 16 
 
 Save the date for 
Sunday February 16.  
Immediately following 
worship we will have 
our Annual Meeting.  
This is an important 
moment in the life of 
our church each year 

where we remember 
where God has 
worked in the 
previous year and 
look ahead to what 
God is going to do in 
the new year.  
 As we get ready 

for 2020 we are looking to fill a 
few seats on council.  We are 
looking for a council vice 
president and stewardship chair.  
Please prayerfully consider if 
God is calling you to one of these 
positions.   

 

Grace and St. Matthew’s to Swap Preachers 
 
 Rev. Barker and Fr. Matthew will be doing their 
annual pulpit exchange on Sunday January 26.  

Please make sure to join us for this fun tradition at 
Grace that Sunday. 

 

Congregational Listening Session Slated 
 
 Immediately following 
worship on January 12, we will 
have a congregational listening 
session.  As a congregation, we 
are discerning if we want to add 
a sixth core value related to 
ministry with children and 
families. 
 This question arose out of 
two things.  First, as we called 

Rev. Barker, our 
congregation spoke 
a lot about the hope 
of reaching out to 
children and 
families.  Second, 
this fall we had 
several large 
children and family events that 
were very successful.  So please 

join us to help us discern if this 
is a core value we want to adopt. 



From the Mailbox 

St. Mary’s Endowment Approves Welcome Center Grant 
 
Dear Pastor Jonathan, 
 On behalf of the St. 
Mary’s Lutheran 
Church Endowment 
Foundation, I am very 
pleased to inform you 
that the board has 
approved a monetary, 
year-end gift, in the 
amount of $5,000.00, 
to help support the “Welcome 
Center” at Grace Lutheran 
Church in Kenosha. 

 The board 
recognizes the 
outstanding work 
that Grace 
Lutheran Church 
has done by 
providing the 
community with 
outlets for 
receiving meals, 

clothing and assistance where 
needed. We are so happy to 
provide this gift at this time of 
year when the need is so great. 

 Please extend our very best 
holiday wishes to all who serve 
at the Welcome Center and your 
immediate church family. May 
this gift bring some joy and 
comfort to the hearts of those 
whom you serve during the 
winter months. 
 Yours in Christ, 
 — Marilyn Jensen, 
Secretary/Disbursement 
Chairperson 
 St. Mary’s Lutheran Church 
Endowment Foundation 

 

Lauds and More Lauds 
 
 Laud to Nancy Brichacek 
for leading us in carols during 
our Cookies and Carols Event.  
It was wonderful to be 
together for a time of 
fellowship and beautiful 
Christmas Hymns.  Thank 
you so much Nancy! 
 Laud to Dean O’Hanlon 
for all the extra work he did in 
December.  He was down at 
Grace finding the popcorn 
machine, turning off alarms, 
and even fixing a very small 
flood we had.  Dean, thanks 
for all the big and little ways 
you keep our church running. 
 Laud to Viola Dreger, 
Dawn Houston, and everyone 
who volunteered to make this 
year’s Advent Breakfast a 
success.  Our guests had 
nothing but nice things to say to 
us about this fun tradition.  
Thank you so much, Viola and 
Dawn. 
 Laud to Altar Guild and 
Beautification Team.  As always 
during Advent, they faithfully 
changed paraments and put up 
beautiful Christmas decorations.  
Thank you so much for inspiring 

us to worship God during this 
season. 
 Laud to Sydney and Skylar 
Houston for accompanying 
Nancy on the violin during our 
Christmas Eve Worship Service.  
Thank you so much for sharing 
your musical gifts with us 
Sydney and Sky! 
 

First Quarter Honor Roll 
 
9th Grade Neil Clyne, I.T. 
9th Grade Nevaeh Thomas, 
Bradford 
11th Grade Ian Clyne, I.T. 
12th Grade Julia Sturino, 
Tremper 
 Congratulations, and keep 
up the great work! 
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Have You Turned in Your Pledge Card? 
 
 We use the pledge cards to put together the 
budget for the upcoming year.  Please return your 
pledge card to the church office if you haven’t 
already done so.  This helps Joyce, Linda, and our 
council out tremendously.

 Thanks for your continued support! 
 

Pastoral Acts 
Funeral: Betty Felland, Dec. 30, 2019 

 
Estimate of Giving Card  
for Grace Lutheran Church 
 
In grateful response to God's love and mercy, I/We estimate my/our giving will be: 
 □ week  
$____________per □ month Current $____________ Benevolence $____________ 
 □ year 
Name_______________________________________________Date________/20__ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Best phone_________________________________ Envelope number______________ 
 
Email 
address______________________________________________________________  

Church copy 
 
" ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
My 2020 Estimate of Giving 
for Grace Lutheran Church 
 
In grateful response to God's love and mercy, I/We estimate my/our 
giving will be: 
 
 □ week  
$____________per □ month  Current $____________ Benevolence $____________ 
 □ year 
Name____________________________________________Date___________/20__ 

Please keep this copy for your records  
 

January Worship Assistants 
  Altar Guild Communion Asst. Readers Flowers 
Jan. 5 Donna Cristiano, Ele Gapko open open open . 
Jan. 12 N. Brichacek, J. Knoedler, K. Knapp open open open 
Jan. 19 D. Cristiano, E. Gapko open open open . 
Jan. 26 P. Callahan, J. Knoedler, K. Knapp open open open. 



Pastor Jonathan’s Page 

Hoping for God’s Continued Work in 2020 
 
 One of our central faith 
practices is remembering where 
God has worked and will work in 
the future.  Each Sunday 
worship service accomplishes 
this task by remembering God’s 
work while also hoping for God’s 
continued work in the future.  
 As we start 2020, I want us 
to reflect on where we saw God 
at work in 2019 and start to 
discern where we hope God will 
work in 2020.  I want to 
evaluate both of these questions 
through our five core values, 
which have also been included. 
 Worship:  God richly 
blessed us in our worship 
ministry this year at Grace.  
Nancy Brichacek and Hank 
Buehrens have done a 
marvelous job of inviting us into 
worship in a style we understand 
and know.  Our congregation is 
worshipping with energy I have 
not experienced at Grace before.  
This has been a tremendous 
blessing. 
 Hospitality:  Our 
congregation has generously 
continued our hospitality 
through Infant Moses, Grace 
Welcome Center, and 
Reformationfest.  God further 
formed us in hospitality this 
year as we stepped out in faith to 
open Grace Welcome Center 
Pantry. 
 We are now welcoming 40 
more families a week on 
Tuesdays into our church.  We 
also welcomed children with our 
back to school “Let Your Light 
So Shine” event for a second 

time this year.  God continues to 
form us in the way of hospitality. 
 Outreach:  God gave us the 
courage to step out and start 
Grace Welcome Center Pantry 
this year.  This is a lot to be 
thankful to God for. 
 Reconciliation:  This is 
the core value that got the least 
attention this year, and I know 
there are some important ways 
we need to seek reconciliation 
with one another this upcoming 
year.  I also have seen us come 
together as a congregation 
around worship and our food 
pantry in miraculous ways this 
year.  We have had a lot of unity 
and congregational spirit this 
year. 
 Stewardship:  2019 was 
always set up to be a 
stewardship test for Grace.  
After three years of Outreach 
For Hope grant money and 
borrowing from our bequests, 
we knew this year would be 
challenging as those funding 
sources ended. 
 Yet, God has brought us 
through this challenge.  This fall, 
not only did Grace Welcome 
Center fundraise $20,000 +, but 
Grace Lutheran received 
$34,000 in new funds.  God 
blessed the ministries of our 
congregation this fall with more 
than $54,000 dollars!  We owe 
God a tremendous amount of 
praise for this reversal. 
 As we discern where God is 
leading us in 2020, the most 
urgent discernment we have 
before us is how we see our 

ministry with children and 
families. 
 Over the last three and a half 
years when we have done events 
for children and families they 
have been very well attended.  
This past year we saw this with 
60 guests joining us for our back 
to school party and over a 
hundred children joining us for 
Reformationfest. 
 Also, as we discerned 
extending a continued call to 
me, one of the hopes that came 
up over and over again was 
about more intentional ministry 
to children and families.   
 Yet, this stirring on the 
hearts of our congregation 
comes with a lot of questions.  
What would more intentional 
ministry look like to families?  
Are we willing to support the 
volunteers who would lead such 
efforts?  Are we ready to 
welcome into our worship 
children who make noise and 
are a little bit restless?  Are we 
ready to make changes to how 
we do things if families request 
that of us? 
 With both the joys of 
ministry to families and also the 
questions, we want to discern if 
it is time to add a sixth core 
value about our efforts to reach 
out to families and children. 
 So, as we begin this year 
please pray with me 
thanksgiving for all God has 
done in 2019 and pray for God’s 
leading in 2020. 
 ~ Pastor Jonathan Barker 

 

January Birthdays 
 
Jan. 11 Alyssa Caputo 
Jan. 12 Ruth O’Hanlon 
Jan. 13 Julia Sturino 
Jan. 15 Ian Clyne 

Jan. 21 Gregory Foster 
Jan. 29 Rich Knapp 
Jan. 30 Sydney Houston 
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Grace Lutheran Church 
2006 60th Street 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 53140-3893 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship at Grace: 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 
Wednesday evenings at 6:30 
 
Follow us at www.facebook.com/GraceELCAKenosha 
https://www.GraceKenosha.com 
 
Pastor Jonathan Barker: jonathan.w.barker17@gmail.com 626-864-6404 
Church office: graceoffice@wi.rr.com  262-654-9143 
Office hours: 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
 
 


